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Hello Readers! 

Welcome to the Spring 
Edition of Modern 
McWane! Spring is 
springing, snow and 
ice are disappearing, 
baseballs are zinging 
around the diamonds 

again, and warmer weather is ushering in a new 
construction season. What many see as a mild 
winter has made life for water and wastewater 
professionals very difficult. The freeze/thaw 
cycle has repeated itself many times over this 
roller coaster of a winter that has hopefully 
ended. A new administration has taken its place 
in the United States, and its policies are starting 
to be clarified and enacted. We all hope that the 
commitment that was made to infrastructure 
funding and rebuilding is in fact delivered. We 
are working with various organizations, as well 
as our representatives in Congress, in efforts 
to express how vital it is that this funding be 
developed. Some solutions such as WFIA have 
been created, but follow-through on them is what 
makes a difference between words in a bill and 
clean, safe water to ensure public health.

As always, with some of the challenges of 
a winter season being somewhat behind us, 
many of its consequences are still presenting 
challenges ahead of us. For many utilities and 
local governments, this creates the need to 
make choices. These choices have both long-
term and short-term implications and are best 
made by those closest to those implications. 

In this Modern McWane, we feature an article 
titled Local Choice/Local Control: The Battle 
Continues. In it, we’ll discuss how attempts to limit 
these choices are being addressed. Also, we will 
outline what that means to you, the Water and 
Wastewater Professional, and what you can do to 
make a difference.

As usual, we’ll have project profiles from across 
the United States and Canada to highlight different 
installations and how McWane Ductile Iron Pipe 
is making a difference in Building Iron Strong 
Utilities for Generations. The Ditch Doctors are in 
their operating room, the jobsite, and dispensing 
their prescriptions for your pipeline problems 
(P3). Also we’re proud to announce that Product 
Engineer Ken Rickvalsky has been certified by 
NACE as a Corrosion Technician. Ken joins Jerry 
Regula and John Johnson with this designation, 
making McWane Ductile your source for Corrosion 
Control expertise for Ductile Iron Pipe. We also 
have information on The Preliminary Engineering 
Report template from Roy Mundy and John 
Johnson, as well as letting you know at what 
upcoming conferences we’ll be presenting.

In closing, thank you again for your attention, 
and for allowing us to share some information 
with you. At McWane Ductile, we are dedicated 
to helping you make a difference by Building Iron 
Strong Utilities for Generations.

Mark Niewodowski 
National Manager 
Marketing and Specifications Dept.

WELCOME TO MODERN McWANE

IN THIS ISSUE
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Cities, towns, contractors, the business 
community, state legislators, and citizens across 

the country are continuing to join together to stand 
up for their local water utility and engineers – the 
trained experts who understand the infrastructure 
needs of their communities. They are joining to 
continue to fight a campaign, fostered by the plastic 
pipe industry at the federal, state, and local levels 
of government. This campaign, if it were successful, 
would deny local water professionals a voice in 
local water pipe construction projects. In addition, 
it could undermine the quality, durability, and 
sustainability of water systems.

While we are clearly partial to the durability, 
recyclability, environmental friendliness, and easy-to-
maintain attributes of Ductile Iron Pipe, we respect the 
need for local utilities to make their own choices about 
what materials are best-suited for their water systems. 
Different communities face different conditions. 
Examples of variables include:  different soils, 
populations, temperatures, and histories with particular 
pipe materials. Utilities choose pipe materials based 
on their experiences and knowledge of these factors, 
which affect critical engineering and procurement 
decisions. Pipe materials are not interchangeable 
and are not equal. In fact, they have very different 
service lives, strengths, operating costs, environmental 
considerations, health factors, safety concerns, and 
maintenance issues.

However, the plastic pipe industry continues a 
campaign to take away your ability, as well as that of 
the engineers, to choose the best pipe material for each 
situation. Between the two of you, there is quite a lot of 
responsibility to make the right material choices, as you 
are tasked with the responsibility of health and safety of 

your local communities, as well as designing, building, 
operating and maintaining the water and wastewater 
systems of them. Misleadingly labeled as “open 
procurement” legislation, these measures would force 
local officials to ignore long-term factors like durability, 
operating and maintenance costs, water quality, and 
health considerations, when choosing pipe for their 
systems. These measures would result in sacrificing the 
long-term health of water systems and our communities 
for the short-term gain of the plastic pipe industry.

The plastic pipe industry has again introduced this 
proposal in several states, such as South Carolina, 
Arkansas, Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio.  These 
actions prompted the emergence of a broad alliance 
of opposing parties that includes the American 
Water Works Association, the American Council of 
Engineering Companies, contractors, the business 
community, cities, engineers, and utilities across the 
country. Thanks to the efforts of this coalition, the 
plastic pipe industry’s legislation has yet to pass in a 
single state, if has even made it to a vote. Frankly, there 
have also been several attempts to sneak these limits 
through these legislatures, often by misrepresenting the 
intent of the legislation. 

What can you do to stop this effort to eliminate local 
decision-making? If you hear of an effort in your state or 
in your community to introduce this legislation, please 
contact: Mike Dodge (VP, Sales & Marketing) at 740-
202-7473; or Mark Niewodowski (National Manager, 
Marketing & Specifications Department) at 205-306-
2545 with McWane Ductile. We can make sure that 
an appropriate response follows. In addition, reach 
out to your local engineers to let them know about 
the issue.  In addition, make sure that all of the key 
trade associations, business groups, and civic leaders 
in your state or region understand this issue and 
your concerns. It is critical that everyone potentially 
affected by this legislation understands its harmful 
consequences. We will stay in touch with you as we 
hear about relevant developments so that we can work 
together to maintain local and professional control over 
water projects.

For more information, go to www.dipra.org/take-action/local-choice 

and follow McWane Ductile on our LinkedIn page.

Local Choice/
Local Control: 
The Battle Continues 

3



A Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) is 
typically required as part of the process to 
receive federal and/or state funding and 
funding assistance. Many Federal agencies, 
as well as some State agencies, utilize a 
standard PER outline or format for simplicity 
and consistency across the requiring agencies. 
Many utilities and engineering firms have 
requested assistance from McWane Ductile in 
the completion of PERs in order to support their 
design decision to utilize Ductile Iron Pipe.

In response to numerous client requests for this 
assistance, McWane Ductile has developed 
a template providing potential rationale to 
engineering firms and utilities in addressing 
alternative pipeline materials. This template can 
be utilized in most Federal projects requiring a 

PER, particularly those that are USDA-funded. 
Specifically, the template follows the format 
set forth in USDA’s Bulletin 1780-2, highlighting in 
each respective section the applicable positive 
attributes of Ductile Iron Pipe, established through 
sound engineering judgment. Although formatted 
for specific use in regard to USDA funding 
applications, the template outlines the benefits to 
a utility of using Ductile Iron Pipe, thus providing 
the applicant for any public funding mechanism, 
sufficient engineering data to support the use of 
Ductile Iron Pipe as a viable alternative.

Benefits of using Ductile Iron Pipe, as set forth 
in the template are:

• Water and Energy Efficiency: The larger 
hydraulic diameter of Ductile Iron Pipe, as 

WE’VE 
CREATED 
AN EASY 
BUTTON 
for engineers and 
utilities to complete 
Preliminary Engineering 
Reports for Federally 
Financed Projects
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compared to smaller 
inside diameters of many 

other competing materials, 
provides for less head loss in 

the water system. This can easily 
be translated into energy cost savings to 

the utility, which is often in the millions of 
dollars over the life of the pipeline(s).

• Sustainability Considerations: Both the 
American Water Works Association, through 
its research report “Buried No Longer”, 
and a recently-released research study 
by the University of Michigan, have shown 
that the estimated service life of Ductile 
Iron Pipe is significantly longer than that of 
other materials. The University of Michigan 
research compares the Life Cycle Costs 
and the Environmental Impacts of pipeline 
materials, again showing the superiority 
of Ductile Iron Pipe. These two research 
documents accompany the template.

• Operation and Maintenance Cost 
Advantages: In addition to the energy 
cost advantage of using Ductile Iron Pipe, 
the template outlines multiple other cost 
advantages, such as operational and 
maintenance costs, as derived from the 
actual experiences of utilities. Future 
operational concerns are also highlighted, 
such as the resistance that Ductile Iron 
Pipe provides to hydrocarbon and other 
chemical permeation, as compared to that 
of other materials.

• Installation Costs: Due to the superior 
strength of Ductile Iron Pipe, the required 
E’ factor for trench support is much less for 
Ductile Iron than for many other materials. 
Using Ductile Iron Pipe can often result in a 
substantial cost savings during construction, 

as a result of avoiding hauling backfill 
material into the site and hauling spoil 
material away from the trench excavation. 
Similar cost considerations, such as 
required use of tapping saddles for some 
materials and other real costs associated 
with installation, are outlined in the template 
and an addendum document entitled “The 
Total Cost Equation”.

Our engineering team would be glad, not only 
to provide this template to you, but also to 
arrange an appointment during which we could 
personally go through this information with 
you in detail. We are also available to assist in 
project-specific preparation of the Preliminary 
Engineering Report using this template.

Roy Mundy, P.E., ENV SP
Eastern U.S. Sales Engineer
roy.mundy@mcwaneductile.com

John Johnson, ENV SP
Western U.S. Sales Engineer
john.johnson@mcwaneductile.com
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Identification of Potential External Pipeline Corrosion – 
DDM (1 Hr)

Pipeline External Corrosion Prevention (1 Hr)

V-BIO Polyethylene Encasement Installation Procedures (1Hr)

V-BIO Polyethylene Encasement Installation Procedures – 
A Hands-On Installation Class (2Hr)

Pipeline Internal Corrosion Prevention (1Hr)

DI Pipe Joint Restraint Basics – Joints and Fittings (1Hr)

Bridges, Casings and Restrained Joints (1Hr)

DI Pipeline Restraint Design (1hr)

Sustainability of Pipeline Design (1hr)

ENVIVISION and DI Pipe (1Hr)

Energy Savings Through Pipe Selection (1Hr)

Life Cycle Cost Comparison & Environmental Impacts  
of Pipe Materials (1Hr)

The Total Cost Equation of Pipe Selection (1Hr)

DI Pipe Compared to Concrete Pipe (1Hr)

DI Pipe Compared to HDPE Pipe (1Hr)

DI Pipe Compared to Plastic Pipe (1Hr)

DI Pipe Compared to Steel Pipe (1Hr)

DI Pipe Compared to FRP (1Hr)

Horizontal Directional Drilling with DI Pipe (1Hr)

River Crossings with DI Pipe (1Hr)

DI Pipe on Supports – Bridges and Piers (1Hr)

DI Pipe Certifications (UL/FM/NSF) –  
What They Mean and Provide (1Hr)

Pipeline Design Considerations to Maximize Energy 
Savings & Sustainability (1Hr)

Presentations are also available to address Seismic and/
or Subsidence Pipeline Design, as well as the current 
topics such as “The Truth about Flint”.

TRAINING… 
YES WE CAN HELP!
Informational & Training presentations for Utilities, Consulting Engineers and Distributors

Staying up to date and training new staff just got easier. McWane Ductile is proud to offer the following presentations 
at no charge, and we might even bring lunch. Whether you’re pursuing CEU, PDH credits, or keeping your staff 

up to date on the latest pipeline information, we likely have a presentation to assist. The following is a list of the most 
frequently requested presentations across the United States and Canada. However, we can customize a presentation 
to address your specific needs as well. To get the ball rolling, simply contact your local McWane Ductile Sales 
Representative. They’ll coordinate with our Product and Specification Engineers, who have more than 100 years of 
combined experience, in order to schedule your presentation(s). McWane presenters are ENVISION SP Certified and 
many are also Certified NACE International Corrosion Technicians. They routinely provide technical presentations at 
AWWA, Rural Water, and WEA conferences, as well as publishing articles in industry trade journals.
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DATE ATTENDEE LOCATION SHOW

March 16 John Johnson Dubuque, IA JR Supply Tri State Show

March 12-16 Roy Mundy Myrtle Beach, SC
South Carolina  

Environmental Conference

April 4-6 Roy Mundy Worchester, MA
New England Water Works  

Association Conference

April 17 Roy Mundy Port St. Lucie, FL Florida AWWA Technical Conference

McWane Ductile is pleased to announce that 
Ken Rickvalsky has received certification from the 
National Association of Corrosion Engineers (NACE) 
as a Certified Corrosion Technician.

In obtaining this certification, Ken joins his fellow 
National Product Engineer, Jerry Regula, as well as 
Sales Engineer, John Johnson. 

Please join us in congratulating Ken!

MASD CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
SPRING 2017
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McWANE DUCTILE 
PROJECT PROFILES

Sales Region: Canada

Sales Representative: Greg Eisnor

Project Location: Halifax, Nova Scotia

Project Owner/Utility: City of Halifax

Project Engineer: City of Halifax

Project Contractor: Dexter Construction

Project Distributor: Wolseley Dartmouth, NS

Types of DIP used on the project:

Diameter Joint Class Footage

16” TYTON® 52 300

30” TYTON® 52 150

CANADA

The year 2016 marked a significant 
anniversary for the City of Halifax and 
the Iron Pipe Industry. During said year, 
a section of the oldest recorded iron pipe 
water line in the city was exhumed, and 
a section of the actual pipe dating back 
to 1856 was made available to Canada 
Pipe for our records.

Halifax, Nova Scotia was founded in 
1749 by Edward Cornwallis, and is a city 
rich in history. This city is also a proud 
member of the DIPRA Sesquicentennial 
Club, and their membership is based on this pipe 
dating back to 1856. Halifax is one of only four 
Canadian members of this elite club and one of only 
25 cities in North America to have records of iron 
pipe dating back more than 150 years. In addition, 
the city continues to use iron pipe almost exclusively 
throughout their water system.

Greg Eisnor was made aware of the dig at the 
2016 AWWA ACE Show in Chicago, Illinois, by Tom 
Gorman of Halifax Water. Tom informed Greg that 
oldest water line in the city was being exhumed, 
and that a section was going to be relocated in 
order to accommodate a new facility. A large local 
contractor, Dexter Construction, was commissioned 
to do the work in this area. With their help, along 

** excerpt from DIPRA Cast Iron Pipe Century Club Technical Publications
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with that of the city, Greg was able to obtain a 
section of this remarkable pipe. It is a 15-inch 
diameter cast iron line that sits next to a 27-inch 
line of similar vintage, still feeding a large section of 
downtown Halifax. Both the 27-inch and the 15-inch 
were cut for relocation and replaced with 30-inch 
Class 52 and 16-inch Class 52 Ductile Iron Pipe for 
the relocation.

This pipe was cement lined in the 1970s, according 
to Barry MacMullin. Barry is the West Distribution 
Operations Superintendent for Halifax Water, as part 
of a pilot project. Many areas of these older pipes 
were rehabilitated by being lined with cement in order 
to reduce tuberculation but the program petered out 
in favor of slip lining. Also, in conversation with Mr. 
MacMullin, Greg was told of some coupons recently 
obtained from some other, older pipe sections.

A section of the actual pipe removed from this site 
is pictured below:

From Left to Right:

27” Cast Iron – 1862

15” Cast Iron – 1856

24” Cast Iron – 1942 6” Coupon and 8” Coupon

Opportunities to obtain a section of pipe line 
that has been in service for over 160 years do not 
come along every day, and we have had some 
commemorative plaques made from actual pieces 
of this pipe, to distribute to Halifax Water, Dexter 
Construction and DIPRA.
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Sales Region: East

Sales Representative: Jeff Houser

Project Location: Weymouth, MA

Project Owner/Utility: Town of Weymouth

Project Engineer: Environmental Partners Group of  
Quincy, MA

Project Contractor: Celco Construction of Pembroke, MA

Types of DIP used on the project:

Diameter Joint Class Footage

4” TYTON® 52 72
6” TYTON® 52 500
8” TYTON® 52 8400

EAST

This project involved water main improvements in the 
Town of Weymouth, Massachusetts. In terms of location, 
various streets throughout Weymouth were affected.

Celco Construction was awarded this Water and Drain 
Project, after much scrutiny during review of contract 
bids. Ultimately, Celco was deemed to be the most 
responsible bidder after all bids were reviewed.

The project got a late start in 2015, and was subsequently 
shut down due to winter conditions. Celco was able to 

resume construction early April of 2016, due to a mild 
winter. At that time, a completion date in the Summer of 
2016 was the goal.

Celco Construction is a direct customer of McWane 
Ductile. The folks from Celco are very appreciative 
of the staff at McWane Ductile, in terms of both their 
professional coordination of accurate projects and 
their on-time delivery of quality products. This is a 
relationship that has stood the test of time, and is one 
for which we at McWane Ductile are quite grateful. It is 
truly a pleasure to deal with such a fine group of people 
partnering on utility projects.
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Sales Region: Midwest

Sales Representative: Kevin Ratcliffe

Project Location: Elyria, OH

Project Owner/Utility: Lorain County Metro Parks

Project Engineer: K.E. McCartney

Project Contractor: Fabrizi Trucking & Paving

Types of DIP used on the project:

Diameter Joint Class Footage

20” TYTON® 53 826

MIDWEST

Lorain County Metro Park is redesigning 
the Cascade Park area in the City of Elyria, 
just outside of Cleveland, Ohio. The project 
is being put out to bid in phases. Phase 
2 Early Site Development was put out to 
bid, and was awarded to Fabrizi Trucking 
and Paving Company, out of Middleburg 
Heights, Ohio.

The job includes the relocation of an old, 
existing 20-inch Pre-Stressed Concrete 
Cylinder Pipe water line. Consequently, 
the city of Elyria has a decision to make 
in terms of which pipe material to use for 
the replacement line. Ultimately, the city 
of Elyria chose 20-inch Class 53 Ductile 
Iron Pipe.

As you can see in the picture, Fabrizi 
had to make two connections on the 
20-inch Pre-Stressed Concrete Cylinder 
Pipe and used several 20-inch Class 53 
fittings in order to do so. With Fabrizi’s 
qualified personnel on the ground, 
including Fabrizi Superintendent, Jim 
Reed, this was not a problem.

Through the years, Fabrizi has installed 
miles of McWane Ductile products for 
the City of Elyria. As a result, we certainly 
value our relationship with them. Overall, 
we at McWane Ductile are proud to have 
been part of the team that was involved in 
this project.
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Sales Region: South

Sales Representative: Jeremy Gwin

Project Location: Mobile, AL

Project Owner/Utility: Mobile Area Water and  
Sewer System

Project Engineer: McCrory and Williams

Project Contractor: Gator Boring

Project Distributor: Consolidated Pipe and Supply  
of Milton, FL

Types of DIP used on the project:

Diameter Joint Class Footage

12” TR FLEX® 52 2700

SOUTH

Mobile Area Water and Sewer Systems was faced 
with an emergency water situation, due to a failed High 
Density Polyethylene bore that was installed about 10 
years ago. Clearly, that did not amount to a very good 
useful life for the product.

In terms of location, this line runs under the Tensaw River. 
Specifically, the line begins directly across the street from 
the USS Alabama Battleship, and supplies a secondary 
source of water to the Spanish Fort Water System.

As a result of the complete failure of the HDPE product, 
the engineer and owner decided to use TR FLEX® 
Ductile Iron Pipe to replace the original HDPE line. In 
order to install the new TR FLEX® Ductile Iron Pipe, 
a steel casing bore was used. The job was installed 
beautifully by the folks from Gator Boring. In the end, 
the team worked well together in order to address this 
emergency situation efficiently.
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Sales Region: West

Sales Representative: Carolyn Lopez

Project Location: Ontario, CA

Project Owner/Utility: City of Ontario

Project Contractor: Boudreau Pipeline

Project Distributor: Winwater of Orange County 

Types of DIP used on the project:

Diameter Joint Class Footage

12” TYTON® 350 3834
18” TYTON® 350 4536

WEST

This project is part of the Meredith International 
Centre in Ontario, California. With the mountains 
to the North and the airport to the South, QVC 
and Audi have taken space in the Meredith 
International Centre. This will be the first west 
coast distribution center for QVC, creating 
1000 new jobs by 2020. By all accounts, this 
development is a great contribution to the local 
area and to its economy.

The plan amendment was adopted by City of 
Ontario’s city council in April of 2015. The specific 
plan authorized the development of more than 
3,000,000 square feet of LEED-certified industrial 
warehouse space. Overall, the development 
comprises seven buildings and 800 high-density 
residential units.
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McWane Ductile always looks to improve the products and services we provide the water and 
wastewater industry, especially because municipalities have come to expect a long service life 
from our ductile iron pipe. Polyethylene encasement is our most popular, economic, and successful 
method of protecting pipe from corrosion. Since its first water system installation in 1958, 
polyethylene has been used to protect hundreds of millions of feet of cast and ductile iron pipe in 
aggressive environments.

McWane Ductile is now taking pipe protection to new heights with the innovative V-Bio, an 
enhanced polyethylene encasement that provides significantly advanced corrosion protection for 
ductile iron pipe. Specifically, V-Bio addresses the potential influence of anaerobic bacteria and 
inhibits the formation of corrosion cells under the wrap.

Key facts about V-Bio enhanced polyethylene encasement:

• Builds upon a proven method of corrosion control — polyethylene encasement — that has been 
protecting iron pipe from aggressive soils since it was first installed in 1958.

• Consists of three layers of co-extruded linear low-density polyethylene film, minimum 8 mil 
thickness, that are fused into one that results in physical strengths up to 40 percent greater  
than the old polyethylene film, resulting in more damage resistant protection.

• Features an inside surface that is infused with a proprietary anti-microbial to mitigate 
microbiologically influenced corrosion (MIC) and a volatile corrosion inhibitor to control  
galvanic corrosion.

• Addresses two concerns raised over the years — the potential influence of anaerobic bacteria  
through MIC and the concern about the possibility of corrosion occurring under intact polywrap.

• Protects against corrosion without 
involving consumption or degradation of 
either the anti-microbial or the corrosion 
inhibitor. The film’s enhanced properties 
will not wear out!

• Meets all requirements of the American 
National Standards Institute and the 
American Water Works Association 
(ANSI/AWWA C105/A21.5) standards for 
polyethylene encasement.

• Is the next step in a proven, successful 
method of corrosion control.

For more details about V-Bio enhanced 
polyethylene encasement, ductile iron pipe, or 
McWane Ductile, visit www.mcwaneductile.com.

V-Bio Enhanced Polyethylene 
Encasement and Corrosion Control

Standard Dimensions and Weights

Pipe Size
(in.)

Lay Flat
size

Length
Per Roll1

Tape Required2

per Joint (ft.)
Weight
Per Roll1

4 20 500 5 72

6 20 500 6 72

8 20 500 8 72

10 27 380 9 73.9

12 27 380 10 73.9

14 34 300 11 73.44

16 34 300 12 73.44

18 41 260 13 73.8

20 41 260 15 73.8

24 54 210 17 81.6

30 67 150 21 72.4

36 81 132 25 75.27

1 Weights and lengths subject to change.
2 Based on one turn at each end, six 4” long strips to secure loose wrap plus 
approximately 5% extra.



Dear Ditch Doctor,

A developer wants to put in plastic pipe for the water mains in his 
development, although we only use McWane Ductile Iron Pipe. He 
says there’s a big cost difference, but we’re going to have to go in to 
the development to make the taps for service connections and any 
future tie-ins. Are his savings going to cost us?

Sincerely,
Worried in Wisconsin

Dear (You Should Be) Worried,

Where do I start on this? First off, 2-for-1 sales are not always a good 
buy, and that's exactly what would occur here (or anytime you go 
apples to oranges, plastic compared to iron). Iron pipes have proven 
their worth and beyond for centuries. Plastic pipe, at best, suggests 
less than a half-century of projected service life. So there alone 
"his" costs savings are going to cost "everyone" down the road, as 
this plastic pipe will need to be replaced at least once, if not twice, 
in the standard ductile iron pipe's life. Also, let's not overlook that 
replacement occurs under developed areas and streets, which is 
costly by factors over initial installation conditions. That's just part 
of what's known as The Total Cost Equation when considering utility 
construction alternates. There's always a "hook" when the "price 
looks too good" to believe!

As for the more specific parts of your inquiry; (yes) tapping for 
service connections will be more expensive with plastic pipe, due 
to the absolute need for saddles at each tap location. In addition, 
there are inherent risks of plastic pipe rupturing during tapping 
(even with saddles involved), based upon typical burial conditions. 
Methods and machinery for tapping plastic pipe are also different 
from that of relatively fail-proof ductile iron (no saddles required), 
which means that different training and equipment are required 
for plastic pipe. Oh, and did I mention the increased energy costs 
for pumping the same amount of water through plastic pipe versus 
ductile iron? For the average single mile of water delivery piping, 
in just the short 50-year anticipated service life of plastic pipe, 
a water company will spend more than $50,000 in extra energy 
costs as a result of using plastic pipe. So yeah, the car that this 
developer wants to drive might be cheaper today, but who's paying 
for all that extra gas to drive it?

It may not cost him, and for the moment it might not cost you. 
However, in the end, it costs everybody. So, thank you for bringing 
this to our attention, and hopefully the information provided in our 
response affords you a better argument than the weakest one of all 
(which is buying by price alone). BUILDING IRON STRONG UTILITIES 
FOR GENERATIONS is more than a phrase…it's the proven truth 
when using Ductile Iron Pipe and Fittings!

Sincerely,
The Ditch Doctor

Dear Ditch Doctor,

This local engineer is insisting that I use three expansion joints within 
the pipe for a bridge crossing that we will be installing. Is this really 
necessary? I mean, c'mon…the entire crossing is only 300 feet in length!

Sincerely,
Expensive Excess in Encino

Dear Triple-E,

I presume that you're using ductile iron pipe for this aerial span 
installation, so you most likely need no expansion joints at all within 
the pipe, especially considering that your case involves less than 
1000 feet of span. You see, among common piping choices, ductile 
iron pipe is the most thermally stable of them all. In other words, it 
is the least affected by temperature changes or ranges. Ductile iron 
pipe will only attempt to shrink or grow (contract or expand) in total 
3/4 of an inch per each 1000 lineal feet of pipe during a 10 degree 
Fahrenheit temperature change. Each restrained joint (such as TR 
FLEX® from McWane) in the pipeline can absorb this movement by 
itself. Compare that to PVC or HDPE pipe, which would expand or 
contract nearly 4 inches or 10 inches, respectively, over the same 
1000-foot length and modest temperature change! But why even 
bring that up? Those materials are not at all suited whatsoever for 
aerial spans or even carrying the load of their own weight. I mean, 
have you ever seen a plastic skyscraper? It is important to expand 
the restrained joints during original installation of any aerial span so 
that initial pressurization of the line will not cause deflected joints (not 
an actual problem, just a weird visual to most) across the span. So 
long as the hangers or supports for each pipe are strong enough to 
suspend the dead-weight of the pipe and contained water, while also 
providing some measure of lateral control against thrust, everything 
else will work itself out just fine. We have found through the years that 
a "roller sandwich" hanger works best. That would be a roller below 
the pipe, a roller on top of the pipe, connected with vertical rods on 
each side back up to the bridge structure. Place one of these about a 
foot BEHIND the bell of each pipe in the span. Then go rest easy for 
the next 150+ years while this pipe does its job 24/7/365.

I did notice that your email signature indicates a California location, 
Triple-E. Is that correct? If so, there may be a need (beyond material vs. 
temperatures) for the use of expansion joints or similar mechanisms 
in your aerial crossing. As you know, seismic activity is quite common 
in California and some surrounding states. Therefore, engineers must 
sometimes build in fail-safe considerations on structures themselves, 
such as bridges and tunnels. This often causes increased and isolated 
expansion capabilities. In those cases, where the "relief points" of the 
structure clearly exceed any thermal change concerns, any attached 
items (such as your pipeline) should mirror the "dance-ability" of the 
bridge. So if that's why the engineer is calling for several expansion 
joints, there's not much argument to be had against it. There may be 
more cost-effective options, such as the new Seismic Flex Coupling 
from McWane (installed just outside the limits of the bridge crossing 
itself). Nonetheless, Mother Nature should never be disregarded or 
ignored. That never ends well…engineer involved or not!

Sincerely,
The Ditch Doctor
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Built on the back of more than 90 years of industry experience, the 
McWane Pocket EngineerTM, the first of its kind in the industry, solves 
your complex calculations in seconds. Whether it’s tonnage, radius, 
volume or flow, you get the numbers you need quickly and accurately. 

Download the McWane Pocket EngineerTM and put it to work  
on your next project.

Go to the App Store or Google Play to download the  
FREE app today, or access it online at pe.mcwane.com.

The one tool you never 
want to be without.

New Calculator

The McWane Pocket Engineer 
has many useful calculators 
such as the thickness calculator: 

Peruse the entire family of 
McWane waterworks companies

Access product information, 
submittal data, installation 
guides and more

Calculate volume, tonnage, thrust 
restraint, energy savings and more

Search and view sales  
support listings

Submit photos and information 
for field support

Watch informational videos

Review frequently asked product 
and installation questions

Receive ongoing feature and  
calculator updates
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GENERAL SALES
Craig Spitzer, General Sales Manager
Office: 908-878-0822
craig.spitzer@mcwaneductile.com

Fran Tone, Inside Sales Manager 
Office: 908-878-0823
fran.tone@mcwaneductile.com

Gary Kurtz, Assistant Sales Manager
Office: 908-878-0821
gary.kurtz@mcwaneductile.com

CONNECTICUT & MASSACHUSETTS
Jeff Houser, District Manager New England
Office: 518-275-1780
jeff.houser@mcwaneductile.com

VERMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
MAINE & RHODE ISLAND
Jim Guilbault, Sales Representative
Office: 802-578-7057
jim.guilbault@mcwaneductile.com

NEW YORK
Mike Palermo, District Manager New York
Office: 585-737-0456
mike.palermo@mcwaneductile.com

CENTRAL & EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Bob Hartzel, District Manager Mid Atlantic
Office: 717-571-5683
bob.hartzel@mcwaneductile.com

NEW JERSEY & DELAWARE
Bob Hartzel, District Manager Mid Atlantic
Office: 717-571-5683
bob.hartzel@mcwaneductile.com

MARYLAND & WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA
Ben Leonard, Sales Representative
Cell: 908-442-5241
benjamin.leonard@mcwaneductile.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Dwayne Shelton, District Manager Piedmont
Office: 336-682-6187
dwayne.shelton@mcwaneductile.com

VIRGINIA
Todd Soady, Sales Representative
Office: 757-262-6174
todd.soady@mcwaneductile.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
MIKE DODGE, VP SALES & MARKETING

EAST SALES TEAM

CANADA SALES TEAM

TREATMENT PLANT SALES

SOUTH SALES TEAM

WEST SALES TEAM

McWANE DUCTILE MASD

GENERAL SALES
Greg Eisnor, General Sales Manager
Office: 902-444-7350
Cell: 902-449-2685
greg.eisnor@canadapipe.com

Martine Bernier, Technical Services Engineer  
Cell: 819-740-7453  
martine.bernier@canadapipe.com

Crystal Leslie, Manager, Sales Office
Office: 905-547-3251
crystal.leslie@canadapipe.com

ATLANTIC
Steve Philpott, Sales Representative
Office: 709-722-4814
Cell: 709-728-8760
steve.philpott@canadapipe.com

QUEBEC
Marc Giguere, Sales Manager
Cell: 819-740-4242
marc.giguere@canadapipe.com

Michel Metivier, Sales Representative
Eastern Quebec
Office: 418-843-3566
Cell: 418-802-4594
michel.metivier@canadapipe.com

ONTARIO
Paul Stringer, Sales Manager
Office: 705-799-7667
Cell: 705-750-5686
paul.stringer@canadapipe.com

Ron Siddique, Sales Representative
Cell: 289-244-8714
ron.siddique@canadapipe.com

WESTERN CANADA
Scott Bell, Sales Representative
Cell: 604-499-3825
scott.bell@canadapipe.com

Brent Williamson, Sales Representative  
Office: 604-737-1279  
Cell: 604-360-0960  
brent.williamson@canadapipe.com

GENERAL SALES
Scott Frank, General Sales Manager
Office: 740-622-6651
Cell: 740-202-3094
scott.frank@mcwaneductile.com

Geoff Guss, Assistant Sales Manager
Office: 740-291-1053
Cell: 614-558-2908
geoff.guss@mcwaneductile.com

Dave Bursh, Inside Sales Manager
Office: 740-291-1064
dave.bursh@mcwaneductile.com

ILLINOIS
Dan Flaig, District Manager
Cell: 815-353-4607
dan.flaig@mcwaneductile.com

KENTUCKY, SOUTHERN INDIANA 
& SOUTHWESTERN OHIO
Jon Melloan, Sales Representative
Office: 502-859-2950
Cell: 502-472-6647
jon.melloan@mcwaneductile.com

SOUTHERN MICHIGAN, NORTHERN 
INDIANA & NORTHWESTERN OHIO
Kevin Christian, Sales Representative
Cell: 734-223-5632
kevin.christian@mcwaneductile.com

MISSOURI, IOWA, KANSAS, 
NEBRASKA & SOUTH DAKOTA
Robin Hazlett, Sales Representative
Office: 816-873-3411
Cell: 816-898-0516
robin.hazlett@mcwaneductile.com

NORTHEASTERN OHIO & NORTHERN 
WEST VIRGINIA
Kevin Ratcliffe, District Manager
Office: 740-291-1012
Cell: 740-202-0004
kevin.ratcliffe@mcwaneductile.com

CENTRAL & SOUTHEASTERN OHIO 
& SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA
Phil Ames, Sales Representative
Cell: 614-325-6865
phil.ames@mcwaneductile.com

WISCONSIN, MINNESOTA, NORTH 
DAKOTA & NORTHERN MICHIGAN
Chris Mirwald, Sales Representative
Cell: 920-227-8616
chris.mirwald@mcwaneductile.com

GENERAL TREATMENT PLANT SALES
David Smith, General Sales Manager
Cell: 724-316-4093
david.smith@mcwaneductile.com

Cory Humphreys, Technical Services Manager
Office: 740-291-1046
cory.humphreys@mcwaneductile.com

SOUTHERN OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, 
KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE & INDIANA
Darcie Keirns 
Sales Representative
Cell: 740-607-9082
darcie.keirns@mcwaneductile.com

IOWA, MISSOURI, KANSAS, COLORADO, 
NEBRASKA, N. DAKOTA, S. DAKOTA & 
MINNESOTA
Dan Henrie, Sales Manager
Cell: 630-604-7489
dan.henrie@mcwaneductile.com

DELAWARE, MARYLAND, 
VIRGINIA & WASHINGTON, D.C.
Alex Shelton, Sales Representative
Cell: 740-572-2903
alex.shelton@mcwaneductile.com

GENERAL SALES
Terry Lynch, General Sales Manager
Office: 615-305-0768
terry.lynch@mcwaneductile.com

Stuart Liddell, Assistant Sales Manager
Office: 352-208-5709
stuart.liddell@mcwaneductile.com

ALABAMA & FLORIDA 
(Panhandle only)
Jeremy Gwin, Sales Representative
Office: 205-541-4090
jeremy.gwin@mcwaneductile.com

ARKANSAS, OKLAHOMA & 
NORTH TEXAS
Steve Waryas, Sales Representative
Office: 918-938-2379
steven.waryas@mcwaneductile.com

FLORIDA (Except Panhandle)
Gary Gula, Sales Representative
Office: 239-989-6298
gary.gula@mcwaneductile.com

MISSISSIPPI, LOUISIANA 
& TENNESSEE (Memphis only)
Doug Clark, Sales Representative
Office: 662-341-0205
doug.clark@mcwaneductile.com

SOUTH CAROLINA & 
EASTERN GEORGIA
Eddie Lowe, Sales Representative
Office: 478-258-5458
eddie.lowe@mcwaneductile.com

TENNESSEE (Except Memphis)
Dusty Henderson, Sales Representative
Office: 615-418-0741
dustin.henderson@mcwaneductile.com

TEXAS (Except El Paso)
Scott Rhorick, Sales Representative
Office: 254-317-8455
scott.rhorick@mcwaneductile.com

WESTERN GEORGIA
Brian Richard, Sales Representative
Office: 803-600-3323
brian.richard@mcwaneductile.com

GENERAL SALES
Nick Koncar, General Sales Manager
Office: 801-623-4256
Cell: 801-864-5544
nick.koncar@mcwaneductile.com
Kim Christensen, Inside Sales Manager 
Office: 801-623-4254 
kim.christensen@mcwaneductile.com

ARIZONA, NEW MEXICO, 
SOUTHERN NEVADA & TEXAS 
(EL PASO ONLY)
Wes Cassiere, Regional Sales Manager 
— Southwest
Cell: 480-280-5424
wes.cassiere@mcwaneductile.com

COLORADO, WYOMING 
& MONTANA
Nick Koncar, General Sales Manager
Office: 801-623-4256
Cell: 801-864-5544
nick.koncar@mcwaneductile.com

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA & 
NORTHERN NEVADA
Paul Diamond, Sales Representative
Cell: 916-826-2872
paul.diamond@mcwaneductile.com

OREGON
Carrie Stephens, Sales Representative
Cell: 503-577-4177
carrie.stephens@mcwaneductile.com

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Carolyn Lopez, District Manager
Office: 951-371-1440
Cell: 951-310-6444
carolyn.lopez@mcwaneductile.com

David Bridge, Sales Representative
Cell: 951-520-6416
david.bridge@mcwaneductile.com

UTAH & SOUTHERN IDAHO
Aaron Loosli, Sales Representative
Cell: 385-208-7352
aaron.loosli@mcwaneductile.com

WASHINGTON, HAWAII, ALASKA 
& NORTHERN IDAHO
Jason Harrison, Regional Sales Manager 
— Northwest
Cell: 425-681-1394
jason.harrison@mcwaneductile.com

Jason Barnes, Sales Representative
Cell: 206-714-8213
jason.barnes@mcwaneductile.com

Mark Niewodowski, National Manager, 
Marketing and Specifications Dept.
1201 Vanderbilt Road, Birmingham, AL 35234
Office: 205-241-4361
mark.niewodowski@mcwaneductile.com

Jerry Regula, National Product Engineer
2266 South Sixth Street, Coshocton, OH 43812
Office: 740-291-1068
jerry.regula@mcwaneductile.com

Ken Rickvalsky, National Product Engineer
183 Sitgreaves Street, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
Office: 609-290-7701
ken.rickvalsky@mcwaneductile.com

Roy Mundy, Regional Sales Engineer — 
Eastern Region
3672 Winding Wood Lane, Lexington, KY 40515
Cell: 859-361-8585
Fax: 859-273-4799
roy.mundy@mcwaneductile.com

John Johnson, Regional Sales Engineer — 
Western Region
39926 Chalon Court, Temecula, CA 92591
Cell: 951-813-9589
john.johnson@mcwaneductile.com

Barnes Ray, Marketing
1201 Vanderbilt Road, Birmingham, AL 35234
Office: 205-241-4309
barnes.ray@mcwaneductile.com

MIDWEST SALES TEAM

17



MCWANE DUCTILE
1201 Vanderbilt Road
Birmingham, AL 35234

[FIRST NAME] [LAST NAME] 

[ADDRESS1]

[ADDRESS2]

[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

DI P 
HDD
YES

Cast to stand the test of time, ductile iron pipe has a long, successful history of durability 
and ease of installation. For more than 22 years, outstanding tensile strength and a minimal 
installation footprint has made ductile iron the perfect option for any horizontal drilling job. 
For quality you can count on in even the toughest environments, choose ductile iron pipe.

www.mcwaneductile.com

YES, you CAN use DUCTILE IRON PIPE 
for horizontal directional drilling.

B U I L D I N G  I R O N  S T R O N G  U T I L I T I E S  F O R  G E N E R A T I O N S
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